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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

This is in response to the restriction requirement of April 23, 2003, involving 
Groups l-V. 

The Applicant herewith provisionally elects Group IV (Claims 28-37) with traverse 
with respect to Group V. 

It is respectfully submitted that process claims of Group IV (Claims 28-37) and of 
Group V (Claims 38-43) should be examined in the same application. 

As to the Examiner's observation that Groups IV and V are unrelated, it is 
respectfully submitted that such is in error. Reaction sequences and starting materials are in 
fact common to claims of both groups. 

For example. Claims 29 and 38 are both directed to the preparation of compounds of 
formula (Xlb) with common and identical steps (a)-(c). The difference between Claims 29 
and 38 is that Claim 29 is directed to the preparation of carboxylic acids of formula (Xlb), 
wherein Ri is OH, and Claim 38 is directed to the preparation of the corresponding ester 



precursors of formula (Xlb), the products of step (c) in Claim 29. Also, Claims 42 and 43 of 
Group V are directed to the starting materials common to claims of both groups. 

Furthermore, it is noted that claims of Group IV and V are classified in the same 
classes and sub-classes. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully requested that claims of Groups IV and V be 
examined together in the instant application. 
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